
QUARTERLY GENERAL MEETING 
The January quarterly meeting will be held on January 23rd from 6 - 8 pm at 

the Faith Lutheran Church (4000 San Juan Blvd).  Dinner will be our tradition-

al potluck, so please bring a dish to share! 

 

The guest speakers, David and Gayle Wood-

ruff from the Tahoe area, will present a ñliving 

historyò of George and Elia Whittell, who  

owned almost the entire Nevada shoreline of 

Lake Tahoe in the 1930s to 1950s. They were 

extremely wealthy, eccentric (they kept an Af-

rican Lion and more for a pet), arrogant, and 

unique. Inadvertently, they helped keep a good 

portion of the Nevada side of Lake Tahoe from 

being developed (Cave Rock to San Harbor). 

Their story is both amusing and unbelieva-

ble.  Come join us for a fun evening!  
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January 23, 2024 at 6:00 pm 

Faith Lutheran Church  

4000 San Juan Ave, Fair Oaks 



Dear FOHS Members, 
  
Tickets for Soup Night (Friday, Febru-

ary 9th) are on sale now and are going 

fast. We have a few tables and some indi-

vidual table assignments left, but predict 

that we will be sold out by the end of the 

month. Each ticket is $35, or you can buy 

a table for $280.  We have a seating 

chart so you can choose your seat loca-

tion(s).  If you would like to purchase 

tickets, please call or text Claudia at 

(916) 747-1535 or email her at:    

cjthorn17@comcast.net. 

  

We will be accepting 

Soup Night raffle and 

live auction dona-

tions until the end of January. New 

items are greatly appreciated, gift certifi-

cates to your favorite restaurants, spa 

certificates, wine and spirits, baskets, 

wrapping materials, etc. And if you have 

an item that could be part of a theme 

basket, donôt worry that one item could 

be too small for a donation. Please drop 

your items off at the History Center, 

open Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday 

from 10:00 ï 2:00.  You will receive a 

receipt with our Tax-ID number for your 

records.  Thank you in advance for your 

donations! 

  

Switching topics, weôd like to rec-

ognize Sandra Navarro for 

planning and hosting our monthly Wel-

come Hour at the History Center.  The 

event is the first Saturday of each month 

at 11:00 a.m., September ï June.  The 

event is free and open to the public. 

 

With the end of the year fast 

approaching, many of us 

who have IRAôs fall into 

the Required Minimum 

Distribution (RMD) trap. If you 

are looking to reduce the taxes on that 

distribution, please consider making a 

direct payment (Qualified Charitable 

Distribution) to the Fair Oaks Histori-

cal Society (a qualified 501(c)(3) non-

profit organization). Just contact your 

IRA broker and they can write a check 

from the cash portion of your IRA. Or 

some brokers will give you a checkbook 

so you can write a check. Itôs very easy to 

do and those QCD donations are fully 

deductible from the taxable income 

on your 1040-SR line 4b. 

 

In the meantime, we wish you and your 

families a happy and healthy new year!  

 

Claudia J Thorn, President 

Carolyn Spotts, Vice-President 
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LEADERSHIP MESSAGE 
By Claudia Thorne, President & Carolyn Spotts, Vice President 

mailto:cjthorn17@comcast.net


  о о 

 Randall & April Howard 

 John Hermann 

 Terry & Harald Meier  

 

 Gail Basile 

 Diana Field 

 Melani Wilkie 

Welcome New Members 



  п 

The "Docent Bunch" extends a thank you 

to all our newsletter readers for your 

steadfast appreciation of the work that we 

do at the History Center.  As mentioned 

in previous articles,  Docents wear many 

hats.  Most of our Docents also fill posi-

tions on the Board, in committee posi-

tions, and other volunteer work.  Rather 

than a volunteer job, it's an opportunity 

to expand networking, knowledge, and  

social skills. 

 

As the year ends, I want to thank you all 

for giving me the opportunity to be a Do-

cent at our History Center for another 

year.  I am blessed to work with a first 

class cadre of educated people that enjoy 

sharing their knowledge of Fair 

Oaks.  The Docents, along with our high 

tech buffs, research folks, management 

staff, and others are responsible for shar-

ing all we know with visitors.  

 

Joining the Fair Oaks Historical Society 

may be different for some than oth-

ers.  Some folks do not have the time to 

spend, but love history, share the bene-

fits, and help to fund the Society.  Still, a 

variety of opportunities are available for 

those who have extra time in their sched-

ules, and would love to work on projects 

and meet new people. 

 

This last year was memorable in many 

ways as the COVID pandem-

ic wound down and the 

parks and recreation build-

ing renovations ramped up. Our world 

was and continues to be in the middle of 

conflict, and difficulty, including natural 

disasters, government issues at all levels, 

and elections. BUT, in the midst of all of 

the above our Board of Directors met the 

challenge head on bringing our year end 

success above all expectations. 

In closing, kudos are due to many.  Our 

Society is sound financially, and a very 

experienced Board have been set in place 

to take the helm Jan 1st 1024. 

  

ALL SAID AND DONE - A FANTASTIC JOB 

WAS ACCOMPLISHED  - IN A YEAR  OF 

STRESS AND FEAR TO BE BALANCED BY 

UNITY FOR ALL. 

 

THANK YOU DOCENTS AT ALL LEVELS. 
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THE DOCENT CORNER 
By Bob Sours, Docent 

We proudly fly our colors at the ñdocent hangout.ò  
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The year 2025 will bring many reasons to 

celebrate in Fair Oaks.  Not only will the 

Historical Society be 50 years old but Fair 

Oaks itself will be 130!!! It was founded in 

1895.   

 

The FOHS Board would like to celebrate the 

Societyôs milestone and Chris Highsmith 

is leading the event planning.  We have 

many great ideas but would like to hear from 

you! If you would like to be a part of the 

planning committee, please join us at the 

next meeting on Wednesday, January 

10th at 10:00 a.m. at the History Center  

at 10340 Fair Oaks Blvd (next to the Sun-

flower Drive-in).  

50TH ANNIVERSARY PLANNING 

Lately, the History Center has been quite busy 

from Noon ï 2:00 on Saturdays.  We normal-

ly have only one Docent available during this 

time, and that one person cannot always speak 

with all the visitors at once.  So, we are looking 

for volunteers to help greet visitors and educate 

them about Fair Oaks history.  Itôs just two hours, 

and the benefit is that you get to meet very nice people and learn more about our little 

town.   

 

If you would like to help at the History Center, please send a message to Chris High-

smith at  fairoakshistorycenter@gmail.com.  Thank you! 

Call for Volunteers: Museum Docents 



The Fair Oaks History Centerôs themed Welcome Hour program is held on the first 

Saturday of each month from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon.  

  

WELCOME HOUR AT THE HISTORY CENTER 
By Sandra S. Navarro, Welcome Hour Program Director 

Del Campo High School,  

Class of 1973, 50th  Class  Reunion 

October 7, 2023 

Admission: FREE 

Parking: FREE 

The Experience: PRICELESS 

с 
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Beloved Classic Dolls 

December 2, 2023 

Kitchen Gadgets of the 

1940s and 1950s  

November 4, 2023 


