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QUARTERLY POTLUCK - GENERAL MEETING
OCTOBER 27, 1998 — 6:00 PM
SPEAKER: Walter Gray and entertainers Michael Sands and Willard Downes

FAIR OAKS COMMUNITY CLUBHOUSE
7997 CALIFORNIA AVENUE
Please bring a casserole, salad, or dessert
to share with members and your recipe,
If you are so inclined
g this time, please add a little bit more to
accommodate some special guests......

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE: Steve Abbott

Much has happened since we last met. A number of members met at the Fair Oaks Cemetery
f elp in the maintenance of the Cemetery, as part of our relationship agreement with the
Fair Oaks Cemetery District(FOCD). A lot of work was accomplished and a lot of friendships
were strengthened in this joint project.

The resolution of indemnification between the FOHS and the FOCD, which you passed at
the last quarterly meeting, was satisfactory to the Cemetery District. Additionally, the FOHS
Executive Board took the next step to acquire liability insurance for the FOHS. The premium
is about $250 per year. A further step to protect the officers from liability is under -
investigation. Your final approval will be sought at our October meeting.

As many of you know, Iva Langness, long time member and immediate past president,
moved during the quarter and donated many historic items connected with our past to the
FOHS. Join me in thanking Iva for her efforts and gifts.

Some of you saw the FOHS exhibit at the Fair Oaks Library during July. We've received
several compliments and have been asked to do another display for next year.

The Friends of the Fair Oaks-Orangevale Library have volunteered to purchase microfilm
of the SAN JUAN RECORD for public perusal. This paper carried the news of Fair Oaks and
surrounding communities for nearly 40 years. Make good use of it when it arrives. Too, the
FOHS has agreed informally to purchase the microfilm of the FAIR OAKS PROGRESS, a paper
that was published between 1918 and 1932. The idea is that once extensive use of this
microfilm has been completed that it will be available to the public at the Library. During a
meeting between Friends of the Library, the Library staff, and your President, there seemed to
be a compatible spirit for preserving the past of Fair Oaks and making as much as possible

vilable to the public.
—  Some acquisitions have been purchased this months from the sale of the Henry Martin
Smith property on Martsmith Avenue. The last owners were the Jack Edwards. Several lug



boxes, including some from the Fair Oaks Fruit company, were purchased as were several
monthly magazines from Diamond Match Company, Fair Oaks. Some of these will be on
display at our October meeting.

A series of photographs of very early Fair Oaks, donated some time ago by Ellen Fowler
VanDeMark, have been reframed as part of our on-going process of preserving our collection
consistent with museums’ standards of conservation. These six photographs have been
copied, negatives made, and slides made. These will also be on view at our October meeti.. .

The Nominating Committee has been seeking members to fill a slate of officers for our
next year. If you are interested in serving in some capacity, I can pass your name on to the
committee. Also, a Budget Committee will be formed shortly after our October meeting to
establish a budget for the up and coming year.

Finally, the October meeting may be our most informative program in a long time. I'll
leave you with that teaser and let Pete White provide you with the details

See you on the fourth Tuesday of October.
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FROM THE VEEP.....
The October 27" meeting of the Fair Oaks Historical Society will be featuring an old time radio

program called, “THE FAIR OAKS HISTORICAL SOCIETY HOUR”. The format will be similar to “The
Prairie Home Companion”. The speaker will be Walter Gray, past director of the California State Railroad
Museum and currently the State Archivist and Chief of the Archives and Museum Division. Walter's works
have been well-published. He has appeared in many television programs relating to the railroads.

In addition, we will have a musical group led by Michael Sand, a local practicing attorney and a past
professor at McGeorge School of Law. He and fellow railroad museum docent, Willard Downes will
present “Songs of the Rails” and other old-time favorites. As a matter of fact there may be a brief
sing-a-long at the conclusion of the program.

Beware... a relative of Lucky Pierre might appear on the scene as will “peter generic” who was —
present at our last encounter...!

Be prepared for an enjoyable evening. Please dress comfortably western of any period. The magic
word for the evening will be “FOAMERS”. Ask me for the definition at the end of the program......

Pistol packin’ Pete.....
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TREASURER'S REPORT: Lee Scott

Balance as of 6-9-98" (corrected balance $20.00 sub. error)” $9746.99
Income- Membership $ 233.00
Books 41.00
Wine and Raffle 202.00 476.00
Expenses- Newsletter 206.44
Office 4.07

Kitchen 81.59 292.10

Investments to C.D. and
passbook accounts 5000.00 P.B.

2000.00 C.D. : 7000.00
Balance of checkbook 9/22/98 2930.89
Balance of C.D. & passbook account 7030.71—

Balance of total funds 9961.60



DOCENTS’ REPORT: Lois Frazier

On Sunday, August 2, 1998 the following members thoroughly cleaned the History Museum. Many , many

thanks for hard work on a very hot day:

STEVE ABBOTT DARLENE AYLWARD
CAROL BAKER MIKE AYLWARD
SUSAN BURMASTER RALPH CARHART
TEL LABELL AL VOLMER

ADELE COPELAND
LOIS FRAZIER
GORDON HEIDT
PETE WHITE

The Museum is in the administration building in the Fair Oaks Cemetery and is open from 1:00 — 4:00pm
every second Sunday of the month. Please stop by and say "Aelloooooo”!

Thank you to the following docents who have served this past year:

STEVE ABBOTT JUNE MELVIN
ADELE COPELAND HARRY VOTH
DARLENE AND MIKE AYLWARD
MARILYN AND CHUCK KENDRICK
PEG AND LARRY SMART

CAROL BAKER
LOIS FRAZIER

ELISE MATTISON
BONNIE DRAGO

MEMBERSHIP REPORT: Darlene Aylward

Please welcome the following new members: LEE AND DORIS LUNDGREN
ZIPP AND MARILYN KEITGES




THESE FOOTSTEPS ARE GOOD FOR A CHUCKLE: remenmber old folks are worth a fortune,
with silver in their hatr, gold in thelr teeth, stones tn thelr kidneys, lead in thelr feet and gas in
thelr stomachs. we each are a little older than when we Last saw one another and a few changes
have come tnto our Lives. Frankly, | am becoming a Little frivolous — 'm seeing five gentlem.
every day:

AS Soon as | wake up, WILL POWER helps me out of the bed. Then, [ go visit JOHN. The:
CHARLIE HORSE comes along and takes up some of my time and attention. When he
leaves, ARTHUR RITIS shows up and remains for a greater portion of the day. He takes wme
from joint to jolnt. After such a busy schedule, ' tived and glad to be going to bed with
BEN GAY.

FAIR OAKS HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OFFICERS

President : Steve Abbott———961-7174
Vice President : Pete White--———-967-2661
Secretary : Ralph Carhart 961-6301
Treasurer/Budget : Lee Scott —966-4040
Past President: Iva Langness —967-5054
Parliamentarian : June Melvin —967-5605

STANDING COMMITTEES:
Amenities : Warren McWilliams --------------- 961-9012
Historical : Bob Massey 967-6197

Membership/Registration : Darlene Aylward -965-8707
Ways and Means : Roseanne Crandell------- 967-2102

GENERAL COMMITTEES:

Auditor : Dorothy Dykeman---------==-==----- 967-6713
DocentsMuseum Curator : Lois Frazier--------- 967-2967
News Editor : Nancy Sherman---------------- 967-1539

Publicity : Bob Erbacher 966-2524
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