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QUARTERLY POTLUCK/GENERAL MEETING
TUESDAY, JULY 26, 1994

PROGRAM: BUSINESS HISTORY OF FAIR OAKS

1930’S AND ’40°’S
LOCATION: FAIR OAKS COMMUNITY CLUBHOUSE
7997 CALIFORNIA AVE
6:00PM SOCIAL HOUR
6:30PM POTLUCK DINNER
(PLEASE BRING CASSEROLE, SALAD, OR DESSERT TO SHARE)

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
RALPH CARHART

It is with sadness that I report the passing away of member, Vern
Rosevear, Retired Fair Oaks Fire Chief (May 31, 1994) and member
and Society Parliamentarian Ted Olson (June 5, 1994). We will
miss them greatly.....

For our next meeting, July 26, Program Chairman and Vice
President Iva Langness has lined up speakers CHARLES KANOFF,
ROBERT RAYMOND, AND LARRY SMART to entertain and inform us with
tales of days-gone-by in Fair Oaks. In addition, member Russ
Olson will brief us on his return trip to Normandy to commemorate
DDAY-plus-fifty. Bring your favorite potluck dish and be
prepared for a great historical evening.

To help with our Centennial History Book expenses, the Board of
Directors has approved a fundraising project -- the sale of
Entertainment discount books. Sales are on a consignment basis
with the Society receiving $8.00 for each $40.00-book sold.
There is po minimum to sell and it seems this is a good
oppdTrTUNity to generate funds if we can sell the books early.
Buy one yourself; give one as a gift to your friends, relatives,
neighbors, or clients. Anyone who has used them knows that this
is a great deal, with savings on restaurants, fast food spots,
sporting, theater, and other entertainment events. More about
this fundraiser at our meeting.

The Far Oaks Bistorical Sociay, Post Office Bax 2044, Fair Oaks, CA 95628 is & nom-profit educational corporation established to develop, preserve,and
share Fair Oaks communily Aistory., Public atlendance is encouraged at quarterly meetings, scheduled om the fourth Tuesday in January, Apnl, July, and
October of eack year. The pothuck dinner meetings begin at &:00pm witk attendees bringing potluck dishes. To aiend on Execunve Board meeting or for
further information reparding meeting agendas, conlact the Prevident of the Socidy. The Society is open 1o anyone interested in Fair OQaks regional Alstory;
conlact the membership chairpersom or an officer if interested in jaining,




SECRETARY’S MINUTES
MARILYN KENDRICK

For the quarterly meeting of April 26, 1994, President Ralph Carhart called the
members to order and asked for a moment of silence to honor the memory of Alice
on, who passed away March, 21, 1994.

Following membership introductions, Ralph thanked the kitchen crew for dinner
set-up and clean-up, and the news editor for the current newsletter. A motion
was made, seconded, and passed to expand the newsletter to include more
historical information and news events as submitted to the editor.

Lois Frazier thanked members who acted as docents for th;,pash‘guarter and
requested names of volunteers for the next quarterly period.

Secretary, Marilyn Kendrick referred the members to their newsletter for the
minutes of the previous meeting. The minutes were approved with the following
corrections: that the audit performed by Dottie Dykeman was concluded and the
treasurer’s reports found to be correct; that the structure on the Munson
property is a house not a barn; that the officers were installed at the
previous meeting.

Treasurer Carol Abbott reported a balance of $4281.09. A motion was made and
approved to pay outstanding bills for printing and mailing ($49.16), for name
tags ($4.30)and for kitchen supplies ($27.04).

Centennial Committee Chairman Jeanne Hill announced that a Fair Oaks Historical
Calendar will be available at the January, 1995 meeting to officially start the
Centennial year. The Committee’s first venture will be to sell logo-imprinted
coffee mugs at the Fiesta. These sales will reimburse the Society for the cash

~4vance for Centennial start-up fund. T-shirts and buttons will also be on
L

Janet McWilliams introduced high school teacher, Art Schaefer and student Hao

Nguyen, Del Campo High School, who designed the award-winning Centennial logo
and who received a $50.00 savings bond.

June Melvin, Membership Chairman, indicated that there are a total of 80
members, including new members. A membership list will be published again in
the next newsletter. A motion was made and passed to include a name, address,
and phone list to be given to members, upon request to June Melvin.

June Melvin will assist President Ralph Carhart in selecting donated Fair Oaks
Fire District items to be stored at the History Center. There is a need for
volunteers to serve as trustees to preserve the old fire engine. In addition
to these donations, Eugene Salomaen has donated a complete collection of Fair
Oaks POST and CHRONICLE newspapers and other items.

June Melvin, on behalf of Dorothy McPherson, presented a gift of an old Fair
Oaks labelled milk bottle which came from the dairy located at the corner of
Greenvale Road and Winding Way.

Centennial Book Committee Chairman, Bob Massey, announced that his committee
now included Meg Smart and Lois Frazier.

Don Kenmonth discussed the newly named SACRAMENTO HISTORY NETWORK, identifying
2ir theme for this year: Sacramento County’s History of Education. Their
~«rpose for meeting is to provide publicity and publish a newsletter. Some of
the Fair Oaks Historical Society members helped serve dinner at the Network’s

last luncheon. Ralph also added that copies of the HISTORY OF PUBLIC SCHOOL

DISTRICTS are available as are flyers on upcoming events and on the table at
the reception entrance.



President Ralph announced that 40 books were collected at the Historical
Society’s Christmas Open House, have now been donated to Fair Oaks Elementary
School.

The next Cemetery Clean-up Day is scheduled for June 26, 1994 -- 11:00am to
»-90pm. A sign-up sheet is being circulated. This is the way the Society
rays the cost of insurance at the Center. '

Nancy Sherman shared information regarding the Empire Mine in Grass.Valley,
which hosts a $6.00 luncheon and tour -- as an idea for a future meeting. 1Iva
Langness and Dottie Dykeman will have the brochure information upon request.

Bob Massey shared his HISTORICAL MOMENT: the early resident apple expert, Percy
Days and his making distilled hard cider -- some of which was rumored to have
been served at the Federated Church during the October Harvest Festival.

Horace Crandall, Ways and Means Chairman, conducted the raffle and thanked the
people who donated the 12 items.

Iva Langness, Vice President, introduced Society member and famous historian
and high school teacher, STEVE ABBOTT, who gave the members an informative and
entertaining talk about his extensive antique apple peeler collection on
display.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00pm.

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE
DR. HORACE CRANDELL

A PERFECT 1011111} Our April meeting was the 10th consecutive time
trat we have brought in $100 or more from the raffle. CONGRATULATIONS TO US!
. July raffle locoks like another winner -- with two super i*tems donated
already: a $25.00 gift certificate from Elliott’s Chowder House and a $40.00
Entertainment ‘94 Book offering up to 50% discounts for restaurants, hotels,

travel, and special events such as the Fair Oaks Theater Festival.

Treasurer’s Current Report
CAROL CROWTHER

Carol Crowther reports that the current balance as of June 28, 1994 is
$4682.96, with no outstanding debts.

Cemetery Clean-up
WARREN MCWILLIAMS

Oon Sunday, June 26, eight Historical Society members helped clean up the Fair
Oaks Cemetery. We do this as part of a reciprocal agreement to provide
insurance for the.mates#ials at the History Center. On this Sunday, we washed
windows, vacuumed and dusted the center, replaced flower containers on
gravesites and picked up debris. It’s a nice activity that leaves you feeling
proud that you’ve done something to help others. Those helping out were: JANET
MCWILLIAMS, DONALD KENMONTH, HARRY VOTH, ADELE COPELAND, ED GUACHER, MARILYN
PIERCE, LARRY AND MEG SMART. Plan to come join us for the fall Clean-
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Docents’ Report

Lois Frazier

967-2967
THANK YOU to the following people for their docent activities at the History
1iter for June, 1994 -- IVA LANGNESS, LOIS FRAZIER, GAYLE ANITA, MEG SMART,
wasLMA RICE; for July, 1994 -- LARRY AND MEG SMART. The History Center is open

to the public every 2nd Sunday afternoon, 1:00 to 4:00pm. Would you like to
August, September, October, or November????? Please call me.

With permission from DOUGLAS DUPEN and WARREN
MCWILLIAMS and with few minor changes of sentence
structure, I am submitting this very interesting letter

with oodles of historical significance for your
perusall * e 0 DE.NIJIOCY. ® o o 0 00

ATTENTION: MEMBERSHIP CHAIRPERSON
DEAR MS. MELVIN:

ENCLOSED PLEASE FIND A CHECK FOR TWELVE DOLLARS WHICH I AM TOLD IS THE
ANNUAL FEE FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE FAIR OAKS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. I HAVE JUST
LEARNED OF THE EXISTENCE OF YOUR GROUP AND AM ANXIOUS TO BECOME ACTIVE IN ITS
ENDEAVORS.

MY MOTHER’S FAMILY AND I (MY MOTHER IS 88 AND STILL WITH US) HAVE A LONG
LATIONSHIP WITH THE HISTORY OF FAIR OAKS,INCLUDING ITS FOUNDING. THE GENERAL
AGENT IN CHICAGO FOR THE ARM OF THE RAILROAD WHICH DEVELOPED THE FAIR OAKS AREA

IN THE 1890’S WAS MR. JAMES WILSON. HE RECRUITED A DISTANT RELATIVE OF HIS,

MR. SAMUEL WILSON, AN EXECUTIVE WITH THE PULLMAN COMPANY IN NEW YORK, TO BE

THE EAST COAST SALES AGENT FOR THE FAIR OAKS DEVELOPMENT. MR. SAMUEL WILSON
WAS MY MOTHER’S PATERNAL GRANDFATHER.

PART OF THE BUSINESS ARRANGEMENT OF THE DEVELOPER WITH MR. SAMUEL WILSON
WAS FOR MR. WILSON TO RECEIVE TWO PLOTS OF LAND IN FAIR OAKS. MR. WILSON THEN

ASSIGNED HIS ELDEST SON, CLARENCE, TO JOURNEY TO FAIR OAKS AND TO OVERSEE THE
PLANTING OF ORANGE TREES ON THOSE TWO PLOTS OF LAND.

MEANWHILE, BACK IN CHICAGO, ONE OF THE DEVELOPER’S FIRST CUSTOMERS FOR A
PIECE OF WHAT WAS TO BECOME FAIR OAKS WAS A YOUNG COUPLE RECENTLY MOVED TO

CHICAGO FROM ST. THOMAS, CANADA, A MR. AND MRS. CHARLES CAULFEILD. THE
CAULFEILDS (HER MAIDEN NAME WAS ELIZA HANVEY) HAD FIVE CHILDREN: KATHLEEN,

STUART, JACK, HARRY, AND BILL. CHARLES CAULFEILD WAS A RETAIL PHARMACIST IN
CHICAGO IN ILL HEALTH.

THIS CAULFEILD FAMILY DID PURCHASE A HILL FOR A HOMESITE IN FAIR OAKS,
LOCATED NORTH OF FAIR OAKS BLVD. AND APPROXIMATELY TWO HILLS DISTANT FROM (WEST
OF) DOWNTOWN FAIR OAKS. THEY BUILT A HOUSE WHICH STILL SITS THERE ON THAT
HILL, SET BACK FROM WHAT IS NOW MINNESOTA AVE. THE FAMILY OF SEVEN MOVED IN

ODRTLY BEFORE THE TURN OF THE CENTURY AND LIVED THERE UNTIL WORLD WAR I.
«n THE FIRST YEARS OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY, CLARENCE WILSON AND KATHLEEN
CAULFEILD MARRIED. THEY MOVED BACK TO NEW YORK TO CONTINUE HIS CAREER AS A
CONDUCTOR AND LATER, INSPECTOR, FOR THE PULLMAN COMPANY AND TO RAISE A FAMILY.
THIS DID NOT WORK OUT WELL , HOWEVER, AND THE FAMILY MOVED BACK TO FAIR OAKS
(TO THE CAULFEILD HOUSE) IN 1909 -- THREL YEARS AFTER MY MOTHER WAS BORN.



MY MOTHER, KATHLEEN LORANE WILSON, ENROLLED IN AND ATTENDED FAIR OAKS

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ON THE "TOP" OF THE TOWN SQUARE. SHE REMEMBERS WALKING THERE
EVERY DAY FROM HER GRANDMOTHER’S HILLTOP HOME, DOWN TO FAIR OAKS BLVD, PAST THE
BEECHER HOUSE, BACK UP THE STEEP HILL OF THE BUFFUM COLONIAL, AND THEN BACK
DOWN TO THE SCHOOL. MY MOTHER ALSO REMEMBERS HER FIRST AND SECOND GRADE

\CHER, LOUELLA HOLTZ, DAUGHTER OF THE TOWN GROCER. (LOUELLA HAD A SISTER ,
maY, AND A BROTHER, ALFRED.)

FIVE YEARS LATER, IN 1914 -- THROUGH THE EFFORTS OF HAVEN SARGENT,
EMPLOYED IN THE SACRAMENTO COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE -- CLARENCE WILSON ACCEPTED A
JOB AS CHIEF COUNTY PROBATION OFFICER FOR JUDGE PETER SHIELD’S JUVENILE COURT.
HE AND HIS WIFE KATHLEEN AND DAUGHTER LORANE MOVED OUT OF HIS MOTHER-IN-LAW’S
HOUSE IN FAIR OAKS AND INTO ONE HE PURCHASED IN SACRAMENTO. (HIS FATHER-IN-
LAW, CHARLES CAULFEILD HAD SINCE PASSED ON.)

HAVEN SARGENT WAS MARRIED TO ADELE BUCKLEY WHO WAS A TELEGRAPHER WITH THE
RAILROAD (ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE RIVER) AND WHOM HE MET WHILE COMMUTING TO
SACRAMENTO. THE SARGENTS HAD A HOME ON WHAT IS NOW VILLA COURT, ON THE SOUTH
SIDE OF THE STREET AND HAD ONE SON, FRANKLIN.

WHILE THE OLDEST OF THE CAULFEILD BOYS, STUART, HAD DIED OF TYPHOID FEVER,
THE OTHERS WERE GROWING UP. JACK HAD STARTED OUT DELIVERING GROCERIES FOR THE
GROCER, MR. HOLTZ, BUT LATER BECAME A DEPUTY TO SHERIFF WILLIAM GORMLEY IN
SACRAMENTO AND LIVED WITH THE WILSONS UNTIL HE PASSED AWAY IN THE 1918 FLU
EPIDEMIC. HARRY STARTED OUT MAINTAINING AND DRIVING FAIR OAKS'’ FIRST STANLEY
STEAMER FOR ITS OWNER, MR. ROBINSON, THE PROPRIETOR OF THE LOCAL TELEPHONE
COMPANY. HARRY DROVE THE STEAMER DAILY TO AND FROM SACRAMENTO AS A COMMUTE BUS
SERVICE. HE BECAME A CARPENTER AND WORKED ON THE FEATHER RIVER BEFORE
DIABETES TOOK HIS LIFE. BILL, WHILE CARING FOR HIS MOTHER, WORKED FOR YEARS
WITH THE ALMOND GROWERS’ PACKING COMPANY IN FAIR OAKS. MOTHER CAULFEILD PASSED
¢ IN THE WANING DAYS OF WORLD WAR I. SHE HAD SOLD HER HOUSE TO THE BERG
L ABEY (IN YEARS TC COME , MY MOTHER WAS TC BECCME BEST FRIENDS WITH
BEATRICE BERG.

AFTER THE WAR, THE WILSONS -- MY GRANDPARENTS AND MOTHER -- DECIDED TO
MOVE BACK TO FAIR OAKS. THEY PURCHASED A PIECE OF PROPERTY ON THE NORTH SIDE
OF VILLA COURT DIRECTLY ACROSS THE STREET FROM THE SARGENTS’ PLACE. THESE TWO
PLOTS WERE THE EASTERNMOST TWO ON THE BLUFF. ONLY A RUTTY DIRT ROAD REACHED ON
THE BLUFF EDGE. IT WOULD BE SEVERAL YEARS BEFORE THE WILSON FAMILY COULD
AFFORD TO COMPLETE THE BUILDING OF THEIR NEW HOME. SO THEY FIRST BUILT A
GARAGE ON THE NORTH EDGE, DOWN THE SLOPE, TO WHICH WAS ATTACHED AN APARTMENT
WHERE THEY LIVED WHILE BUILDING "THE BIG HOUSE".

DURING THESE YEARS MY MOTHER ATTENDED SAN JUAN HIGH SCHOOL IN FAIR OAKS.
SHE WOULD WALK FROM THE VILLA COURT HOME TO THE TOWN SQUARE WHERE SHE WOULD
CATCH THE SCHOOL BUS. SHE REMEMBERS FOUR OTHER GIRLS, 1IN PARTICULAR, WHO RODE
THAT BUS AT ONE TIME OR ANOTHER, OVER THE NEXT THREE YEARS: ETHEL AND IVA RICE,
WHO LIVED ON A SMALL RANCH ON A HILL EAST OF THE SCHOOL; BEA BERG, WHOSE
PARENTS BOUGHT HER GRANDMOTHER’S HOUSE; AND BERNICE FULTON, WHO MARRIED AL
VEGLIA, A MANAGER—FOR®DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES.

DURING THOSE YEARS, MY MOTHER’S FAMILY WAS CLOSE TO SEVERAL OTHERS. THERE

WERE THE SARGENTS ACROSS THE STREET. THERE WERE THE GORES AND THE SLOCUMS.
MY GRANDMOTHER’S FRIEND HORTENSE GORE MARRIED DON SLOCUM; THE COUPLE EVENTUALLY
MOVED TO SEATTLE. HAZEL SLOCUM MARRIED @QNE OF THE BROADLEY BROTHERS, EITHER
HAROLD OR BOB. ( HAZEL AND MY GRANDMOTHER CARRIED ON A ROTATING BRIDGE CLUB

AR INTO THE 40’S WITH MY MOTHER BEING DUTY DRIVER AND OFTEN SUBSTITUTE
ExIDGE PLAYER.) THERE WERE THE BRAMHALLS. DR. BRAMHALL MINISTERED TO MY
GREAT-GRANDFATHER BEFORE HE DIED. THE BRAMHALLS HAD A DAUGHTER, ELEANOR, WHOM
I KNEW. AND THERE WERE THE HODGES, WHOSE ONE DAUGHTER WAS A SCHOOL TEACHER AND
ANOTHER DAUGHTER WHO WAS AN ILLUSTRATOR.



IN 1925, MY MOTHER AND FATHER MARRIED AND ESTABLISHED THEIR HOME IN
SACRAMENTO. I WAS BORN IN 1928; MY BROTHER, JACK, IN 1931. DURING THE 1930’S,
MY BROTHER AND I SPENT MANY, MANY WEEKENDS STAYING WITH OUR GRANDPARENTS IN
THEIR VILLA COURT HOME. WE CAME TO KNOW THE AREA INTIMATELY. WE OFTEN WALKED
DOWN THE DIRT ROAD (WHICH IS NOW HOWARD STREET) TO THE SQUARE. WE OFTEN SCALED
9E BLUFF DOWN TO THE RIVER. WE OFTEN WALKED DOWN THE DIRT CANYON ROAD NOW

DJWN AS PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE TO THE DUMP AND TO THE SHACK OF THE RATTLESNAKE-
VENOM-MILKER, PEG LEG PETE. WE OFTEN SWAM IN THE RIVER UNDER THE EASTERN END
OF THE OLD BRIDGE -- NEVER THE "DANGEROUS" WESTERN END.

BY THIS TIME, THE SARGENTS MOVED TO ATWATER AND SOLD THEIR HOME ACROSS
FROM MY GRANDPARENTS’ HOME TO THE POPOVIC FAMILY. (THAT HOME HAS SINCE BEEN
RAZED AND REPLACED.) MY GRANDMOTHER SUFFERED A MILD STROKE IN 1940 AND MOVED
IN WITH US. MY GRANDPARENTS SOLD THEIR HOME IN FAIR OAKS«#AT~THAT TIME TO THE
QUACKENBUSH FAMILY.

OUR ONLY CONTACT WITH FAIR OAKS AFTER 1940 WAS MY MOTHER’S DRIVING MY
GRANDMOTHER TO THE FAIR OAKS BRIDGE PARTIES, INCLUDING SOME HELD IN THE SLOCUM
HOUSE. MY GRANDMOTHER DIED IN 1953.

THIS YEAR, MY MOTHER AND I HAVE BEEN REVISITING FAIR OAKS. WE VISITED THE
19TH CENTURY MINNESOTA AVENUE HOME HER GRANDPARENTS BUILT. WE VISITED MY
GRANDPARENTS’ HOUSE ON VILLA COURT. WE HAD LUNCH AT THE NEW RESTAURANT IN THE
SLOCUM HOUSE AND HAD COCKTAILS IN THE VERY ROOM WHERE MY MOTHER PLAYED BRIDGE
50 YEARS BEFORE.

IT WAS THAT RESTAURANT THAT MY INTEREST IN THE HISTORY OF FAIR OAKS TOOK
FLAME. FOR ON THE WALL IN THE FOYER OF THE RESTAURANT IS A CENTURY-OLD
PHOTOGRAPH OF A DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENT OFFERING LOTS FOR SALE IN THE AREA AND
LISTING "SAMUEL WILSON AND SON" AS EAST COAST AGENTS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT. I
WANT VERY MUCH TO OBTAIN A COPY OF THAT PHOTOGRAPH. THE PROPRIETOR OF THE

OCUM HOUSE, MR. KERRY KASSIS, POINTED ME TO YOUR SOCIETY AS A POSSIBLE
+»oSOURCE. BUT BY NOW I AM MUCH MORE INTERESTED IN MORE THAN THE ONE
PHOTOGRAPH. I WANT TO LEARN AS MUCH AS I CAN ABOUT THE FOUNDING OF FAIR OAKS
AND ITS DEVELOPMENT DURING THE EARLY PART OF THIS CENTURY. I UNDERSTAND YOU
HAVE AN ARTIFACTS DISPLAY SOMETIMES OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. I UNDERSTAND THAT
OTHERS ARE AS INTERESTED IN THE BACKGROUND OF FAIR OAKS AS MYSELF.

I LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU AND FROM ANYONE ELSE INTERESTED IN
CORRESPONDING WITH MY MOTHER AND MYSELF.

CC: WARREN MCWILLIAMS
SINCERELY YOUR,

DOUGLAS DUPEN
28 PETER COUTTS CIRCLE
STANFORD CA 94305

....this footstep has a shadow.........

...Buying feed at Dunham's Feed Store, which once was on the corner of
Pennsylvania and Fair Oaks Blvd;... squirting the barn cats while I was milking
our cow;... chasing our cows off McMillans property in the middle of a muddy
winter night;...listening to the radio for fruit frost;... buying my dates
corsages from Mrs Smith in her flower shop near the southeast corner of Fair
Oaks Blvd. and Sunset Ave,

..................... Charlie Kendrick




HAVE YOU EVER PONDERED: I wonder where Bev Schultz lives now —--—--- I wonder
what ever happened to the family that owned the Iris Farms on Fair Oaks Blvd.
where the Sequoia Apartments are currently...?2?2?

This will be a new section entitled:

burst of HELP

If you are like Lowell or Warren, and
wonder, wonder, wonder, .... let this
editor hear your queries and I’1l1l leave it
to the Historical Society’s audience to
come up with some answers. In this
particular case, Lowell and Warren are
really wondering .... so if you can help,
please call Nancy Sherman, 967-1539, with
a possible answer.

—————————————————————————————— ) —-————————————————— —————— —

FAIR OAKS HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME renewal/new member (circle one) DATE
ADDRESS CITY ZIP
TELEPHONE Amount of money enclosed fior number /persons

How many years have you lived in this area?

Are you interested in serving on a committee? which one?
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FAIR OAKS HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P. O. BOX 2044
FAIR OAKS CA 95628

CHUCK/MARILYN KENDRICK
424 8056 WESTCAMP DR
FATR OAKS CA 95628



