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Colony News

Fair Oaks and Christian Endeavor Excursion

Detalls are nearly arranged for the Special Bxeursion to Fair
aks on June 223 next.

Special cars will leave New York, Boston, New Orleans, St.
Lounis, Ottumwa, Ia,, Rock Rapids, Ia., St. Paul, Minn., and other
polnts 88 parties are organized. We expect to stop at Denver
and Ralt Lake, reaching California In time to {nvestigate Fair
Qaks and the advantages of the “Farly Fruit Belt,” and then
go on to the Convention. Write us to place your name on our
Endeavor Excursion list and we will send you rates, particulars,
atc., as soon as arrangements are completed.

Have you told your friend, the teacher, about the Olive Grow-
ers’ Associntion, or about this Excursion? If not, you should do
#0 at once. Thls Association provides means to spend the sun-
get days of life In ease in the Sunset land.

Sunset Letters--Neo. 3

The natural beauty of Fair Oaks townsite grows upon me as
I wander over lts hills and vales. I have travelel much through
the South andWest, and have visited most of the jdeal towns
and clties of California, especially those which are deservedly
popular with tourists. I have seen none. however, where nature
has done so much to begin with as at Falr Oaks, It remains
pow for man to supplement her work Ly building attractive
homes with tasty grounds and surroundings. The shrubs, vines,
flowers and trees of California are so infinite in varlety, easy of
eulture, grow so rapidly and are so surpassingly beautiful that
the man who does not utilize these royal gifts of nature to
make his home attractive Is sordid indeed.

It costs but little if any more to build 2 pretty home and tas-
tily paint it than it does to build what may be aptly likened to
an “overgrown dry goods box," such as too many people seem to
be contented with.

A pretty home is not only an important factor in the educa-
tlon of the children who occupy or are raised in it, but.it is an
example which exerts an influence upon the whole neighborbood,
One of the principal attractions of Los Angeles is her pretty
homes. Even the cheap cottages of her workingmen are tasiily
built. Once the pace is set, the example is contagious. A pret-
ty home with«well kept grounds ls an evidence of intelligence
and taste on the part of the owner. Not only so but such a
home is an Indication of moral integrity. A man who loves the
beautiful in nature is rarely an enemy of his kind, Very few
of the criminal class are born and reared in such homes, but
the slattern and the criminal are more than often found beneath
the same skin.

If T was one of the promoters of Fair QOaks I would not sell
a foot of 1and to any one in the townsite at least who did not
first agree to bulld an attractive home thereon. I would be slow
also to adopt cvery one's standard of what Is meant by attrae-
tive, but would insist upon the plans belng first submitted to a
eompetent authority. It need not necessarily be expensive, A
$500 cottage can be made just as pretty as a palace, but It
must be of pretty design and located on the most appropriate
place on the lot, with a view to convenience and general effect.

If such a plan could be followed, and I believe all who con-
template bullding there would enter heartily into such an ar-
rangement, Falr Oaks would soon become the prettiest and most
attractive town or city In the state, Nature has done her part,
jet man Intelligently do his, I leara that the promoters are serl-
ously thinking of adopting such a rule. Let me urge them by
pll means to do 80, As a prospective citizen of Falr Oaks they
ean depend upon my hearty support, and I know many others
who think as I do.

In passing allow me to compliment the engineer, Mr. Stephen
f. Kleffer, for the very attraetive and convenient way in which
he has platted the townsite. He s an artist as well as an engi-
neer, apd these who want thelr grounds tastlly laid out will
make no mistake in employing him to do the work. This ap-
plies to the orchard tracts as well as the town lots. He s also o
fudge of solis and knows how to adapt the fruit to the soil
Those who bave secured his services for this work will find
gll:en thelr orchards are grown that they have made no mls-

e.

I am more and more impressed with the magnitude of the
srork which has been accomplished lere In so short a time,
Twelve hundred acres of forest lins been laid low. The wood,
from fifteen to twenty thousand cords, has been largely cut In-
o stove lengtlis and carted off to Sacramento. The stumps have
been grubbed out and the land planted to fruit trees. About
thirty miles of water pipe have been laid and many miles of
road graded. From eighty to one hundred dwellings and stores
of various kinds have been erected, and are now occupled.
All this has been accomplished in about fifteen months’ time.
Although done so rapidly, on close inspection I find that the
work of planting has not been slighted,

I have seen contract planting done in the Southern part of the
state where a shovel full of earth only was removed and trees

about the thickness of a lead pencil

the Fair Oaks people T find 1o be sirons. stuss “O%k sl iy
stock, while the holes for Its receptlon, which rr o Stette]
Japanese by contract, are by specification two t?e dug by
trees are thus deeply imbedded and the hole filleg oo
surplus earth, that the young tree may have the uD With th,
rlc:tv&getgb:g mold which it contains. € benefir of

e date of this wriling, the first w

thirty to forty tenms are engaged In plow‘i‘n%geﬁmetl:- Abrl, some
of last year’s planting. A thick growth of Alfilay oo the g
clover, has covered the ground between the tross " o " o
fs from two to three feet high, 'This Is betny ol
where, like a crop of clover turned under in {;h;umw R
crop of cow peas in the south of our eastern states, 1 . °
a valuable fertilizer, grently enriching the soil | b

The superintendent, Mr. Spencer, can not be too hisj
mended. The best ecomium we caxn pronounce s thar |
his business and attends to It. As my friend Mo, ITyge. o
cago sald of Liu, “We thouglt we bhad some Bustlers 5 op

ut we have to come to Californ| . e
tler Jooks like.” fa to learn what s g 1.

Let me advise the tenderfoot who visits F aks
little shy should Mr. Spencer invite hifntslor !tl.'lll;ieo 1]‘:{-'] ol
him In that buckboard of his when he IS going someyie -
look after his men. He has an inconvenient disr;gam fur
flesh or human flesh and stumps, ruts or goed roads ar
same to him. When in addition there are several youn
namite for blasting purposes in the rig, a tenderfoot eap )
1l;ulem blamed if a spell of “that creepy feeling™ dos coms wie

I have been glving much study to the fruit question, cspoe:
as to what is most advisable to plant. After going iuto ]lhe e
ter thoroughly I think the company is making no mistak. «
ommending the olive as a leading specialty. I have grea umﬂ‘
dence in the future demana for this fruit. Eastern peopls o v
know what an olive is. All they are acquainted with a :
green pickled fruit which comes from Europe. Ther
much difference between a green and a ripe olive as l].lt‘ﬁ':‘i
between o green and ripe apple or plum. The green olive is 1.
indigestible pickle. Two or three is all a person wants at an;
time, while the ripe olive is a healthiful food, both palaabl: s
digestible. If known its consumption would be increased i
ten to twenty fold.

Californians themselves are only just learning its value and
the demand for it is rapidly increasing in the stale As rel
consumes its entire produet with the exception of sume shijjwi
east In the form of oil,

An incident of a restaurant here in Sacramento will serve i
an example of the increase in demand. The proprietor Liad ez
accustomed to serve green olives, until one of his patrons askel
him why he did not substitute the ripe olive. He did so. &t i
the experiment did not work, his customers net knowiug what
they were, Gradually, however, consumption inereased uwil &
excceded the former demand for green olives twelve thnes. &
one time he was unable to get the ripe olive and again sabsit
ed the green fruit, when he found no one touched them, Wi
the ripe olive becomes known in the East, as it will surds b
as they become known in the market, it can be sately dependel
on that the consumption will increase in like ratio.

The olive Is also o safe fruit. The crop never fails. Itk e
harg{u and will continue to yleld its fruft under the most I
conditlons,

As to its profitableness, there is no fruit excels it in Califor
nia, There Is a party just out of Saeramento who planied brtf
ncres of declduous fruits. Around the outer edge of bis ik
ard he planted a row of olive trees for ornament. Ilis 0t
ro“}: ofdollves is now yielding him more money than lis entit
orchard.

A Mr. D. Donahue, who has a farm just north of Fair 02k,
has ten olive trees, now twelve years old, He did not kuow uptl
recently that the frult was of any particular value, but vas &8
customed to let the hogs fatten on it as it fell from the ined
He woke up one day to find that it was worth S00 per 1! o
the trees, that being the price paid at Margsville, As te e
ran from two to three tons, he discovered that hie bad & verte
bonanza, The hogs got no more. "

The Falr Oaks land 13 well adapted to the olive, In fact. ,.hi;
1s the olive belt of the state. When I plant my ranch & H’E
Oaks. as I hope to another season, at least two-thirds of It "f.'
be planted to olives. Then when my trees come inte ""-Mlﬁ"n-
am golng to ship the fruit to Chicago myself and pack it 1 ‘ﬂ
in nent boxes and sell it to the tendetfeet as a rare dT
They will pay me a big price for it. g

A Wandering Tours

—————
From Qreen Cove Springs

Mr. W. F. Wells, conductor of the excursion fo ¢
Springs, Fla., April 6, réports a pleasant
Two families went down to stay, Mr. Sherwal,
and Mr. J. O. Thompson, of Chlcago. M, Welld

The latter takes.charge of the cenning factory: =
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aays ME Thompson Was already at wori: fnf the building. The
‘toe) Toofing had been shipped from Cleveland and was daily

cted.
“g‘im others of the party were Mr, W. F. Porter, Becretary
of State for Nebraska; Mr, H. A, Collins, Chleago, formerly of
Capadu; Mr. R. 8. ‘Ashton, from Ohio, These were homeseekers
In tbe Sunny South. They all enjoyed the trip up the majestle
Bt. John's by steamer. The contrast of this scenery and that

about Green Cove Springs was 5o great 48 compared with South-
ern Georgla and other parts of the journey, that it was like the
lifting of a cloud and the outburst of the clear, shining sun
when they went ashore and began to look about the pleasant
Jittle city and the calony lands surrounding. '

Mr. Wells states that the strawberries, vegetable gardens and
otlier crops of our people are all looking better than they had
at any previous visit. The promise of & good yleld is encourag-
Ing and all with whom he conversed were, apparently, in the
'bestfot splrits. toned, wh :

of these mentioned, who now for the first time sa’

Cove Springs, all decided to take land and make for thewmgelizlsl
pomes, Mr, Porter takes 40 acres; Mr. Collins 40 acres, and Mr,
Artbur made o selection of 40 acres and hopes to induce friendé
and uelghbors in Ohlo to Join with him in getting up a neighbor-
hood of the denomination of Friends. Mr. Sherman and Mr.
Thompson had made thelr purchases before, and now weni
Jdown to stay. All these are in character and habilts of industr

adapted to make a prosperous community, 4



