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At Fair Oalkis on the American.

By Franh J. Bramhall.

fornia, the Southern Pacific has

a branch railroad running east-
ward over the level country covered
by vineyards, orchards and hop fields,
on the south side of the American
river, to Folsom, the center of the gold
mining operations of a half century
ago, and thence through the foothills
to Placerville. Whenp, last summer,
the branch line was built, a great many
people who used to know the high
bluffs and rolling country on the north
side of the river merely as a part of
the old San Juan grant, and a sheep
range of Cox and Clark, wondered
why this line was built; but whoever
goes up there now on one aof the
double daily trains from Sacramento
will find abundant reason in the at-
tractive colony of eastern people who
have settled there.

The station is at the south end of
the handsome steel bridge, which the
county built ever the river last sum-
mer at a cost of some thirty-two thou-
sand dollars, and the fine, graded road
winds up through the bluffs to San
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THE LAKGEST GAKE IN CALIPORNIA

Juan hall, which is about the center
of the village. This hall fronts upon
a large plaza which is being laid
out with shade and ornamental trees,
a fountain and flower beds; beyond
which is expected to be built this year
a new schoolhouse, for which bonds
to the amount of fifty-nine hundrad
dollars have readily sold at a premium
of three hundred dollars, which in-
dicates the excellent credit of the
colony.

The land recedes in every direction
in gentle undulations, giving almost
every lot of ground, however small. a
good buoilding site with extensive
views. It is all elevated. The pre-
cipitous bluffs along the river, which
is the first high ground encountered
east of Sacramento, are about one hun-
dred and fifty feet in height, while
the higher points of the land back
irom the river rise one hundred feet
higher. All along the bluffs, and, in
fact, all over the colony, excepting
where replaced by orchards, the land
18 richly covered in spring and summer
with a profusion of wild flowers, and
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GHE OF THE FAIERE GAES

is thickly dotted with great, live-oak
trees, which attest, in the strongest
way, the depth and fertility of the
soil,

Shaded by a grove of these pictur-
esque trees, not far from the bridge,
is the modest but comfortable little

Fair Oaks Tavern, and the
residence of 5. E. Kiefer, for
some time the chief engineer
of the colony. Farther to
the eastward are the fine res-
idences of Andrew T. Hodge
and George Straith, formerly
of Chicago. From them, and,
indeed, along the bluff, the
view is one of unusual extent
and beauty. Across the gen-
tle, curving stream below
stretch the thousands of acres
of vineyards and orchards,
while to the east and south-
east rise the purple masses
and the snow-capped sum-
mits of the Sierras. [tis only
about fifteen miles to Sacra-
mento, and the sunlight may
often be seen reflected from
the gilded dome of the state capitol.

There are good stores in the San
Juan hall, and just beyond is the pack-
ing-!muse of the Fair Qaks Fruit As-
sociation, which has done good work
with the first harvest of the Fair Oaks
orchards during the past season. The
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