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WHERE THE FLOWERS BLOOM PERPETUALLY AND THE BEST FRUITS GROW

Report from Our January oth Excursion--=Letters from Old and New Settlers, Etc.

LETTER FRNM OUR EXCURSION MANAGER.
Sacramento, Cal., Jan. 17, 1896.
JFames W. Wilson, Chicago, T1L

My Dear Mr. Wilson: Another Bastern party has seen and
beefl delighted with the beauties and possibilities_ of Fair Oaks.
I will briefly give you the details of our trip at this time, having
been too busy to write you before. . .

We left Chicago on Thursday, of the 9th inst., and with only
about twenty-five on board bound for the Sunset land. We rap-
idly added to our number as we sped along the rolling prairies
of Tllinois and Iowa, so that by the time we had reached Omaha
our party numbered nearly two score. We were joined at Col-
umbus, Nebraska, by a delegation from St. Paul and Minneap-
olis, who had made up their minds to leave the frigid regions of
the North, and cast their lot in the land where flowers and fruits

nouncement about the magnificent ice palace which was at
T'ruckee, he immediately got up and dressed, and sure enough
lhe saw the Ice Palace, and insisted that we all get up and view
the magnificent spectacle. Some of the ladies of our party in-
sisted that it was a mile long and as high as the Sierras. Bril-
liantly lighted by electricity, it was a sight once seen never to be
forgotten.

The management of the Southern Pacific Company very kind-
1y consented to set off our car at three o’clock in the morning at
Colfax, so that we could be taken down by the local train leav-
ing there at 7:45, in order that we might see the rugged foot-
hill orchards on the way down into the Sacramento valley.

Mr. Edwin X. Alsip, our Western manager, met us at Colfax,
and had previously arranged for our train to be met by a dozen
carriages or more at Ben Ali in the center of the Haggin & Tevis
Grant. We were driven-over to Fair Oaks. A gentle, California

A GROUP OF ONE OF OUR EXCURSION PARTIES IN CAMP AT FAIR OAKS.

There is no fairer spot in California for camping or for a home than Fair QOaks. It seems like sacrilege to cut down the beautiful
<evergreens and other oaks with which it is covered. The majority of them must give way, however, to the equally beautiful but more use-

ful orange, lemon, olive, fig, ete.

bloom perpetually. At Cheyenne we were joined by Mr. and
Mrs. T. H. Watson and Mr, and Mrs. W. R. Gore and Miss Hor-
tensg Gpre, all from-Springfield, Illinois. =~

A jollier and better class of people never crossed over the arid
and _desolate regions of Wyoming, Utah and Nevada into Cali-
form.a, than those who left their homes with a view to.visiting
and investing at Fair Oaks.

Wg arrived at Truckee, which is just over the California line
and is situated in the heart of the Sierra Nevadas at an altitude
of six thousand feet, at about 12 o’clock midnight. Our party
Xvas awakened from a deep slumber by the cry of the festive

hot tomale man” D. W. Whipple, a jolly old pioneer from
Mlchlgap, heard the cry and translated “hot tomales” into “Ice
Palace, ice palace.” Thinking that someone was making an an-

‘We ask the woodman to spare as many as possible, however.
game. The woods are full of squirrels, rabbits, quail, woodcock, etc.

The man with the gun will find plenty of

winter rain was falling, and a mild breeze came from the south-
west, that fanned our cheek with as soothing an effect as the
mildest of May winds in the middle States. Vegetation was
fairly springing from under our feet as we sped along over this
magnificent property. Notwithstanding the fact that the
weather was cloudy and gloomy, our party was charmed and de-
lighted with what Nature had done for this country.

A splendid dinner was served at Hotel Fair Oaks, after which
many of our party rode to Orangevale; all except Mr. Samuel
O’Neil of Philadelphia, who said: “Mr. Hubbs, I cannot wait to
see Orangevale, but must decide upon a tract of tbis land im-
mediately. I want to feel that I own some of this magnificent
property.” Whereupon I had the pleasure of taking him out and
showing him three beautiful tracts of an aggregate acreage of


















